MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

Between the Government of Seychelles
and
Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) in Seychelles -

1. INTRODUCTION

«Government” as represented by the Ministry of Health and Social Development
(MOHSD) and “NGOs” as represented by the Liaison Unit of Non Governmental
Organisations of Seychelles (LUNGOS) seek to establish an institutional framework

“which will secure the partnership between the two parties aforementioned. This
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) strives to strengthen dialogue and promote
the development and maintenance of a productive and inclusive relationship
between government and civil society.

For the purpose of this MOU, a Non-governmental organisation (NGO) is defined as an
organisation which:

e s legally constituted and created by citizens.

o s affiliated to LUNGOS.

e s “not-profit-distributing” in that any profits or surplus are invested back
into the public mission of the organization, and are not generally distributed
for the sole benefit of the board, staff or shareholders.

e Pursues a value-based mission and generally depends, in whole or in part,
on charitable donations and voluntary service.

¢ |s independent from control of government agencies and the civil service.

o Where NGOs are funded totally or partially by governments, the NGO
maintains its non-governmental status insofar as it excludes government
control.

Il. RATIONALE

NGOs have been recognised worldwide as having a key role which can
complement the role of Government especially in areas like health, education,
community development and support to those vulnerable and disadvantaged groups
in society. Their close relationship to the grassroots allows them to filter into the
community which means that they can get close to and act as a voice for the
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